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DECORATION OF MANSION 


The Mansion will present a new appearance shortly after the New 
Year. As originally planned, the front halls, two drawing rooms and 
dining room were to be painted, ceiling and woodwork, with new paper in 
the dining room, with the idea of repapering the drawing rooms and hall 
next year. Did anything ever go as planned? The ceiling of the long 
drawing room, which was peeling badly, proved to have several coats of 
casein paint on it, under the last coat of oi] paint which was applied. 
Consequently, no paint would ever adhere, and the only solution was to 
steam it all off, which would also lift the wallpaper. So, with soul 
and purse-searching, the decision was made to paper the rooms now. 

A great deal of time and intensive thought and care had gone into 
the choice of wallpaper for the dining room, and fortunately for all con- 
cerned, paper had been chosen to be used in the drawing rooms and hall 
next year. So there was no problem of making a choice, it had been made. 
However, the manufacturer is running at least three weeks behind on 
orders, so the work cannot be finished before the first week in January, 
at the earliest. Another choice might have been made, but having been 
through trying to make one last fall, and knowing the difficulty it pre- 
sented, we chose to stick by what we had liked so much and wait. Mrs. 
Maher and Mrs. Knox knew that no paper would ever seem to be just the 
right one, after having to make a second choice. So, although it is a 
shame the Mansion cannot greet this Christmas with its customary holiday 
decorations, and we cannot repeat the party we had last year between 
Christmas and New Year, at least we can meet the New Year with a new 
bright look. And a reception or tea is planned for the members and 
guests sometime in January, when the workmen have gone. 

Not every member is going to be happy with the new decor, but as 
you all know, you can never please everyone. The white paint of the 
Victorian era has given way to the colors of the 18th century, and is 
moreover, much easier to keep clean, which is a problem in this area. 
The new wallpaper in the dining room is a Williamsburg reproduction, 

The pattern was discovered in the castle of Count Alfred Potocki at 
Lancut, Poland. The wallpapers bear a British export or atch 7H 
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DECORATION OF MANSION (Cont'd) 


Stamp", indicating that it was taxed, and thus, printed between 1712 and 
1725. The paper itself bears a Dutch watermark, It was probably made 
in the Netherlands and shipped to England where it was taxed, hand 
blocked, and shipped to Poland where it was discovered. 


TERMITE CONTROL PROJECT 


The Advisory Board of the society at its meeting on July |, 
authorized a contract for the elimination of termites in the Mansion. 
Fortunately, the little beasts had just moved in, So no damage had yet 
been done. The work was completed in November and provisions made for 
an annual inspection. 


100th ANNIVERSARY 


Mrs. Carol Kimball advises that the incorporation of the N.L.C.H. 
Society was July 6, 1870. A suitable ceremony is planned to mark this 
special date. Several suggestions have been made for observance of our 
centennial throughout the year. The membership is invited. to submit 
suggestions for activities in this connection to Mrs. Knox. at the Man- 
sion. 7 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 


The New London County Historical Society was represented at the 
New England Conference of Historical Societies in New Hampshire, by John 
Winthrop, the president, and his wife. it proved to be a most inter- 
esting weekend, with a lot learned, and they also had a very good time. 


UNIQUE POSSESSION 


Miss Hazel Johnson, in her research connected with the biblio- 
graphy of New London imprints, has learned that the N.L.C.H. Society 
has the only copy extant, of a broadside, giving the order of march of 
a funeral parade for George Washington, in New London. Although there 
are other unique items in the Mansion, this is driving the librarian 
into a frenzy for fear something will happen to it, it is so fragile. 


ACCESSIONS 


1891 photo of old mill with ox team in front - gift of Mrs. Carlos L. 
Squires, Water Mill, L.I., N.Y. | 


Bill for 2s6d, printed in New London by Timothy Green, 1775 
Photographs of Winthrop House, Palmer Mansion, house at Huntington & 
Federal Sts., house at Federal & Union Sts., Class of 1916, 
Bartlett School, Class of 1918, Nathan Hale Grammar School. 

Corkscrew and bottle opener made from whale's teeth ) 
Humane police club, 1883, invented by Dr. W. W. Nelson, New London 
Papers of Jedediah Huntington, with signatures of Jonathan Trumbull, etc. 
Sea letter for Ship George out of New London, Risley master, to 
Barbadoes, signed by James Madison, 1810 
Please see Page 3... 
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$5 bill on the New London Bank, 1845 
Unsigned bills on Union Bank, N.L., denominations of $3 and $10 
above all gift of Rev. T. Huntington Chappell, Brookfield Center 


Miniatures of Giles Holt and wife, Mary Rogers, ca. 1820 - gift of Miss 
Margaret Heyer 


Exercise book of French Grammar by Sarah Green, New London, 1820 - 
anonymous 


Child's dress and doll's dress, ca. 1882, belonged to Clara Hamilton of 
Groton, b. 1879 - gift of Mrs. Daniel Foster, Rowayton 


Material of Loomis family, N.L., including coat-of-arms, photographs, 
djaries 

Descendants of Joseph Loomis (by female line) 2 v. 1880 

Descendants of Joseph Loomis (by male line) 1875 

Genealogical and family histories of State of Conn. 4 v. 

History of New London County, Hurd 

China dessert and dinner plates, glass plates, blue stemware (all to be 
used) at least 150 pieces in all 
Above all gift of Dr. Loomis Havemeyer, New Haven 


Lineage of Rev. Richard Mather, by Horace E. Mather - gift of Carl 
Hammond 


Photographs of McDonald family - gift of Miss Dawes Markwell, Towanda, 
Pa. 


MANSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Mansfield Historical Society is arranging an exhibition of 
furniture made by or belonging to the early settlers of Mansfield, to 
be on view in the Jorgensen Exhibit Hall Jan. 25 - Feb. 20, 1970. They 
have asked our members to inform Mrs. Kenneth Kinney if they own or 
know the whereabouts of any early Mansfield articles. She is to be 
addressed at Mansfield Center, Conn. 


Please notify the office, if there is a change of address. 


Custodian in residence: Mrs. A. P. Hame | 


Corresponding Secretary & Curator: Mrs. Adam Knox 
The Society's telephone number: 443-1209 
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